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HISTORY OF THE MORAVIAN HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY, 1857-1907. 

BY THE REV. H. A. JACOBSON, M.A. 

(Read at Annual Vesper, held September 26, 1907.) 
When a society has rounded out a half century of its exist- 
ence it has certainly demonstrated its right to exist. When in 
addition the history of the fifty years that have passed shows 
that it has not existed in vain, but that, on the contrary, it has 
accomplished a number of very notable result^, a note of joyous 
congratulation is by no means out of place. Few of the His- 
torical Societies now existing in this country can antedate the 
founding of the Moravian Historical Society, and none of them 
were organized to accomplish the object which was in the 
minds of the founders oif our Society. This object was stated 
in the Constitution to be "the elucidation of the History of the 
Moravian Church in America, not, however, to the exclusion of 
the general History of the Moravian Church." Building on 
this broad foundation, our Society has reared a structure of 
noble proportions and admirable symmetry, by means of which 
it has disseminated much valuable and reliable information con- 
cerning the early history of the Moravian Church in all the 
Provinces in which it has been active. The record of the past 
fifty years is one of which we need not be ashamed. 

The first suggestion of starting a Moravian Historical So- 
ciety was made by the Rev. J. C. Brickenstein at an informal 
"Vesper" held during the winter of 1856. By degrees some 
other citizens of Nazareth were interested in the subject, and 
as a result a meeting to consider the project was held one 
snowy evening in March, 1857, in the chapel of Nazareth Hall, 
at which these twelve persons were present: E. H. Reichel, H. 
J. Van Vleck, J. C. Brickenstein, H. A. Brickenstein, W. L. 
Lennert, C. R. Hoeber, Edmund Ricksecker, Granville Henry, 
E. T. Kluge, L. R. Huebener, A. L. Oerter, Owen Rice. Of 
these, three are still living at this date, namely, E. T. Kluge, G. 
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Henry and A. L. Oerter. Having decided to attempt further 
organization, a committee was appointed to draft a Constitu- 
tion and By-Laws. This committee reported at the first regu- 
lar meeting held March 30, 1857, after which organization was 
effected by electing the following officers: President, James 
Henry; Vice-President, Christian R. Hoeber; Treasurer, Wil- 
liam Beitel; Recording Secretary, Eugene Leibert; Corre- 
sponding Secretary, Herman Brickenstein ; Librarian, Lewis R. 
Huebener ; 'Managers, Edward H. Reichel, Henry J. Van Vleck, 
John C. Brickenstein. It was also decided that Nazareth was 
the best location for the Society, as most of the members lived 
there. 

During the year 1857 the members were active in increasing 
the membership list, and in gathering books and relics as the 
nucleus of a museum; for storing these articles the Trustees 
of the Nazareth congregation granted the use of the northwest 
room in the church (on the Hall 'Square). From October, 1857, 
to April, 1858, the property of the Society was stored in Daniel 
Wilhelm's tailor shop; then it was moved to Ephrata; in Oc- 
tober, 1860, it was transferred to the second story front room of 
the Parochial School building ; finally, in the fall of 1871, it was 
again moved to Ephrata, and this has been its home ever since. 

During the very first year of the Society's existence the active 
sympathy of Mr. John Jordan, Jr., of Philadelphia, was enlisted, 
and his interest in its work continued unabated and was mani- 
fested in many ways until his death in 1890. 

In the beginning special meetings were called for the pre- 
sentation and consideration c^f historical papers; and the first 
occasion of this sort was held March 9, 1857, when Herman 
Brickenstein read a paper entitled "Peter Boehler's Oak Tree." 
Stated meetings for the transaction of business were at first 
held monthly, but after December, 1860, quarterly meetings 
were found frequent enough. However, since 1873 the busi- 
n€ss of the Society has been carried on by the Executive Com- 
mittee, which meets quarterly and reports its proceedings to 
the members at the annual meeting. 

At the stated meeting held October 12, 1857, it was decided 
to date the existence of the Society from the stated meeting 
held on April 13, 1857. It was the original intention to hold 
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the annual meetings on March 1, but as it was inconvenient for 
the non-resident members to attend at that season of the year, 
the date was changed to the third Wednesday of October ; since 
1874 it has been held in September. 

In the beginning the membership was confined to Mora- 
vians; but since 1869 non-Moravians have been admitted as as- 
sociate members. In 1860 the Society was incorporated, and in 
1880 a seal was procured. 'Since 1872 the property of the So- 
ciety has been insured. 

During the year 1858 it was suggested that in addition to the 
regular stated 'meetings, there should be an annual gathering of 
a social character, and this led to the observance of the first 
"Vesper" on the afternoon of Thanksgiving Day, November 18, 
1858. It was held in the Whitefield House and the following 
fourteen persons were present : James Henry, M. C. Jones, Syl- 
vester Wolle, Peter Wolle, Jededia'h Weiss, J. C. Brickenstein, 
H. A. Brickenstein, Granville Henry, H. J. Van Vleck, W. L. 
Lennert, Andrew G. Kern, C. R. Hoeber, E. H. Reichel, Ed- 
mund Ricksecker. After all had partaken of sugar cake and 
coffee, Bro. James Henry delivered an address, but otherwise 
the exercises were of an informal character. (The full account 
of this meeting will be found in Volume 1, pp. 18-31 of the 
printed Transactions of the Society.) These annual gatherings 
have never been omitted during the past fifty years. However, 
the Annual Meeting and the Vesper were not held on the same 
day until October 14, 1868 ; before that date the annual meet- 
ings were held first on March 1, then in October, and the Ves- 
pers at various dates during the months of October and No- 
vember. Since 1874 both the annual meeting and the vesper 
have been held in September. From the very first a number 
of ladies interested in antiquarian matters were members of the 
Society, but they were not invited to be present at the Vesper 
until November 15, 1860, when of 54 members present, 15 were 
ladies. Never since then have they been debarred from the en- 
joyment of this feature of the Anniversary Day. 

By the end of 1857 the roll contained the names of seven life 
members and 25 active members; the library contained nearly 
500 volumes, and a small beginning had been made in gather- 
ing relics for the Museum. But, as in all societies, after the first 
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wave of enthusiasm had subsided and th€ Society had settled 
down into its regular routine of existence, interest diminished, 
especially during, and immediately after the close of the Civil 
War. Indeed, in the years 1866 and 1867 no annual meetings 
were held, the old officers holding over, and it seemed as if the 
Society would die of inanition. But the next year the tide 
turned, new friends offered financial assistance, new plans were 
suggested and new interest was aroused. Ever since then the 
Society has grown in numbers and influence ; it has broadened 
its efforts and accomplished several noteworthy undertakings. 

Among these we cite first, the issue of its Transactions. The 
first pubHcation of this kind was issued in 1858, the second in 
1868 ; since then a pamphlet has 'been issued nearly every year. 
The size of these pamphlets has been determined by the amount 
of money available for this purpose. They contain either the 
papers read at the annual vespers or longer papers specially 
prepared for publication. The authors of these papers include 
these honored names : Herman A. Brickenstein, John C. Brick- 
enstein, James 'Henry, Charles F. Kluge, Eugene Leibert, Eu- 
gene 'Schaefer, Edmund de Schweinitz, William G. Malin, Jesse 
BUckensderfer, William C. Reichel, Henry A. Jacobson, Au- 
gustus Schultze, J. Max Hark, John W. Jordan, Robert Rau, 
Helen Bell, J. Taylor Hamilton, J. Mortimer Levering, C. A. 
Haehnle, Edward T. Kluge, Abraham R. Beck, Paul de 
Schweinitz. Some of these have been translated to the Church 
Triumphant ; others are still actively engaged along these same 
lines in behalf of the Society. Special volumes issued were first, 
"Early History of the Unitas Fratrum in North America, 1734- 
1748," by the Rev. Levin T. Reichel, forming Volume 3 of the 
Transactions ; and secondly, "History of the Moravian Church," 
by the Rev. J. Taylor Hamilton, being Volume 6 of the Trans- 
actions. Seven volumes of Transactions have been issued up 
to the present time. 

Secondly, our Society has directed its efforts towards erect- 
ing suitable memorials on the sites of former mission stations 
of the olden time, chiefly of those which were maintained for 
a longer or shorter period among the Indians who inhabited 
Eastern Pennsylvania and New York. The first undertaking 
of this sort was the erection of two monuments in memory of 
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the missionaries Bruce and Powell on the sites of Shekomeko 
and Wechquadnach in Eastern New York. These monuments 
were dedicated with elaborate religious ceremonies on October 
fifth and sixth, 1859, memorial addresses 'being delivered by the 
Revs. Peter Wolle, Edmund de Schweinitz, Edwin T. Sense- 
man, Sheldon Davis and Frederick Sill (of New York City). 
(A detailed accouftt df these ceremonies will be found in "Mo- 
ravians in New York and Connecticut," written by the Rev. 
William C. Reichel. See also Volume 4 of Transactions, p. 
325.) 

The second monument was erected on the first cemetery used 
by the residents of Nazareth and other Moravian congregations 
in the immediate vicinity. This monument was dedicated on 
June 17, 1867, the Rev. Ed^vard Rondthaler (then of Brooklyn, 
N. Y.) delivering the memorial address. (Further details con- 
cerning this monument will be found in Volume 4 of Transac- 
tions, pp. 326, 327.) 

The third monument erected was not originated by our So- 
ciety, but it was encouraged by many of its members. It stands 
near the sites of the Indian mission stations located at Wyalus- 
ing and Friedenshuetten in Bradford Co., Pa., where Moravian 
missionaries labored from 1765 to 1772. The dedicatory ser- 
vices were held on June 14 and 15, 1871. (The history of this 
mission and the details of the ceremonies of dedication are re- 
corded in Volume 1 of Transactions, pp. 179 to 224.) 

In the year 1883 our Society gathered sufficient funds to 
erect a suitable enclosure about the graves of David Zeisberger 
and his co-laborer, William Edwards, on the old Goshen burial 
ground in Ohio. (See Volume 4 of Transactions, pp. 327, 328.) 

On October 22, 1901, a memorial stone was dedicated, mark- 
ing the site of the Delaware Indian town of Meniolagomeka in 
Monroe Co., Pa., where 'Moravian missionaries labored from 
1752 to 1755. Quite a large number of our members made the 
pilgrimage beyond the Blue Mountains to take part in the dedi- 
catory exercises; several hundred persons also came in from 
the neighboring country towns to attend the service. (A com- 
plete account of these dedicatory exercises, including the me- 
morial address of the Rev. C. A. Haehnle, will be found in 
Volume 7 of Transactions, pp. 17 to 27. Mucli additional in- 
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formation concerning this mission is recorded in Volume 2, pp. 
129 to 144.) 

On May 8, 1903, in accordance with resolutions adopted by 
the Executive Committee, but without any special ceremonies, 
two members of the Society planted a granite stone, one foot 
square, on the site of the Rose Inn, a few miles north of Naza- 
reth. 

In 1905 financial aid was given to some interested residents 
of Hope, N. J., in improving the appearance of the former cem- 
etery of the Brethren near that town. 

On November 24, 1905, there was a celebration at Lehighton, 
Pa., which, although it was not connected with the erection of 
a monument there, was nevertlieless a noteworthy occasion. 
It was the celebration of the sesqui-centennial of the massacre 
of the missionaries who were laboring at the Indian mission 
of Gnadenhuetten on the Mahoning, near where Lehighton now 
stands. A large number of members o'f our Society from Naza- 
reth, Boulton, Bethlehem, Philadelphia and Lititz, attended the 
services held in the Trinity Lutheran Church of Lehighton, and 
on the cemetery about the last resting place of those who lost 
their lives on that sad occasion. But by far the largest portion 
of the audiences which assembled in the church and on the 
cemetery, were the citizens and school children of the twin 
towns of Lehighton and Weissport, who appeared as enthus- 
iastic as our members in making the exercises worthy of the 
event which they were intended to commemorate. The orator 
of the day was the Rev. William Henry Rice, of Gnadenhuetten, 
Ohio. (The complete account of these exercises together with 
the memorial address of the Rev. W. H. Rice will be found in 
Volume 7 of Transactions, pp. 349 to 386. A detailed account 
of this mission is given in Volume 2 of Transactions, pp. 399 
to 414.) 

The latest memorial stone which the Society has erected is on 
the site of the Indian mission station located at Wechquetank, 
Monroe Co., Pa., where our Brethren labored from 1760 to 
1763. About one hundred of our members residing in Bethle- 
hem, Nazareth, Boulton, Easton and Bath assembled at this 
spot on tbe thirty-first of May, 1907, to participate in the exer- 
cises of dedication ; but by far the largest number of those pres- 
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ent came from the neighboring country towns. The memorial 
address was delivered 'by Bishop J. M. Levering, and a num'ber 
of other brethren took part in the devotional exercises. On 
this occasion (as on almost every similar occasion during the 
past 48 years) the Bethlehem trombonists furnished the musical 
accompaniment to the hymns sung, as indicated on the printed 
program. (The account of these exercises with a picture of 
the monument and the memorial address of Bishop Levering 
is contained in Volume 8 of Transactions, pp. 3 to 16.) 

In 1896, $319.18 was collected under the auspices of the Exe- 
cutive Committee towards aiding in the purchase of the former 
Brethren's church at Jungbunzlau, Bohemia. 

Amid all these important undertakings the gathering and 
preservation of relics of the olden time has not been neglected. 
Every year donations of objects of antiquarian value and 
paintings of prominent members of the Society or of the 
Church have been received, until their number became so great 
that they could not be satisfactorily displayed in the Museum. 
Therefore the enlargement which has been effected this year is 
very welcome. 

The books now owned by the Society number 1400 ; pamph- 
lets, 2200; manuscripts, 200; relics, 850; pictures, photos and 
oil paintings, 300; maps, 45. The membership at this date in- 
cludes 102 life and 240 active and associate members, a total 
of 342. 

The financial condition of the Society has constantly improv- 
ed so that a pamphlet can be issued every year. Moreover, 
while dedicating various memorial stones, special funds have 
been gathered to defray the cost of keeping these memorials 
in good condition. 

Thus we have very briefly endeavored to relate the most note- 
worthy accomplis'hments of our Society during the past fifty 
years. The record is certainly a most remarkable one, exceed- 
ing the highest anticipations of its founders. From very small 
beginnings it has spread its influence abroad in many direc- 
tions; it has preserved memorials and records which would 
otherwise undoubtedly have been lost; it has aroused a spirit 
of antiquarian research which we believe has been instrumental 
in founding similar societies elsewhere ; it has cultivated and 
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nourished among its membership an ever-increasing love for 
the Moravian Church and for its ritual. We therefore do well 
to celebrate a joyful as well as a solemn Jubilee this day, for 
it is very clear that our Society has not labored in vain. For 
fifty years the Lord has helped us ; let us then this day rever- 
ently erect our Ebenezer, and with joy go forward, trusting that 
the same Lord will, as in the past so in the future, bless what- 
ever we attempt in His name. 



